
Abstract 

This thesis examines the influence of social work on the prevention, execution and aftercare 
of enforcement measures within psychiatric treatment by using a series of qualitative inter-
views. The focus here lies in the perspective of those affected. A theoretical investigation of 
social work in psychiatric clinics, of multiple definitions and the current state of research of 
enforcement measures was made. Furthermore, conditions for the legal and ethical legiti- 
macy of these measures were clarified. Following this, 12 problem-focused interviews with 
patients of the Sophien ï und Hufeland ï Klinikum were conducted, 8 of which were evalu-
ated by using the qualitative content analysis according to Mayring. It showed that none of 
the interviewed patients observed any influence of social work on prevention, execution or 
aftercare of enforcement measures whatsoever. Social work is being perceived by the pa-
tients as a profession qualified for administrative duties. However, some of the patients see 
potential for the exertion of influence on prevention and aftercare. This thesis highlights the 
need of further research on the emerging questions regarding which structural changes would 
be necessary for professionals in order to make use of this potential.  

 




